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amongst themselves,1 uListen, companion! by bathing in the
[month of] Ag;han, the sins of birth after birth are departing ; and
the desire of the heart is accomplished ; thus we have heard from
the mouth of ancient people." Hearing this statement, it occurred
to all of them, thus, u We should bathe [in] Ag7han ; undoubtedly
we would obtain S'ri Krishna [as] a boon.''

Having thus reflected, as soon as [it was] dawn, getting up,
donning dresses [and] ornaments, all the Braj girls together came
to bathe [in] the Jumna. Having bathed [and] offered an obla-
tion to the Sun, [and] come out of the water, [and] made an
earthen [image of] Gaur,3 [and] offered sandal-wood, unbroken
rice, flowers, [and] fruit, [and] having placed before [it] incense,
a lamp, [and] consecrated food, [and] having worshipped, [with]
joined hands, inclined head, [and] having gratified Gaur, [they]
said, " O Goddess ! we have repeatedly asked from you this boon,
that S'ri Krishna should become our lord." According to this
rule, the cowherdesses are continually bathing, fasting all day,
eating curds and boiled rice in the evening, [and] sleeping [at
night] on the earth, so that they might speedily obtain the reward
of their vow.

One day all the Braj girls, collectively, went to an unfre-
quented ghat to bathe, and having gone there [and] taken off
their clothes [and] placed [them] on the bank, becoming naked,
[and] entered the water, they began to sing repeatedly the
virtues of Hari, and to sport [in] the water. At that very time
S'ri Krishna also, seated in the shade of a fig-tree, was grazing
cows. [By] chance having heard the sound of their singing, he
also silently approached, and began to look on, concealedly. At
last, as he gazed, when something entered his mind, [he] stole
all the clothes [and] went [and] ascended a Kadam-tree ; and
tying [them in] a bundle, placed [them] before [himself].
Hereupon, when the cowherdesses looked, [and saw] there were
no clothes on the bank, then, in alarm, rising up on all sides,
they began to look about, and to say among themselves, " Just
now not even a bird came here ; who has taken away the
clothes, Mother ? " In the meantime a cowherdess saw that,
with a crown on [his] head, a staff in [his] hand, with a yellow
sectarial mark, a necklace of wild flowers, wearing yellow robes,
with a tied-up bundle of clothes, preserving silence, S'ri Krishna
mounted on the Kadam-tree, is seated, concealed. On seeing
him [she] cried, " Friend ! behold him, the stealer of our hearts,
the stealer of clothes, on the Kadam-tree, holding the bundle,

1  For main read men.

2  Gaur or Gaurt is a name of Parvati, daughter of the Himalayas, and bride of
S'iva.   Early legends state that Umsi was the name of the daughter of the Hima-
layas, and that she performed sati, burning herself for devotion ; in consequence
of S'iva's frantic grief thereat, she was given back to him in the form of Parvati.
In this form he complained of her dark hue, and she, by pious exercises, attained
a golden tint, and was then called Gauri.    She is, under other forms, known as
Durga and Kali,